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Book Reviews

Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man. By David Remley, preface
by Richard Etulain. Oklahoma Western Biographies Series, no. 27. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2011. xxx + 289 pp. 15 halftones, 10 line drawings, maps, bibliographic essay, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-4172-5,
$19.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8061-4273-9.)
Kit Carson (1809–1868) is one of the best known and least understood
men in the history of the American West, portrayed as a superhero by some
and a murderous villain by others. David Remley concludes that the truth
lies somewhere between. He attempts to examine all sides of Carson to
provide a balanced image and offer a summary of Carson’s remarkable life.
This overview of his life and times will succeed if it inspires general readers
to read more scholarly and detailed accounts. Unfortunately, the University
of Oklahoma Press eschews footnotes in this series; instead there is a bibliographical essay.
Carson was born in Kentucky, grew up in Missouri, ran away from his
apprenticeship to a saddle shop in his teens, traveled the Santa Fe Trail, explored much of the West as a mountain man, worked at Bent’s Fort, guided
John Frémont (Frémont’s reports made Carson famous and the cheap novels that followed created his superhero image), scouted for the U.S. Army,
served as an Indian agent, and was colonel of the New Mexico Volunteers.
He married an Arapaho woman (Waa-nibe), who died; a Cheyenne woman
(Making Out Road), who divorced him; and a Hispanic woman from Taos
(Josefa Jaramillo).
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Carson’s story is difficult to research because he was illiterate and left
few personal records other than his “autobiography,” dictated in 1856, and
official records from his government service. Comments written by those associated with Carson reveal that he seldom shared his thoughts or reasons for
his actions even though others often recorded his deeds. Remley deals with
the problems that all Carson biographers face: filling huge gaps where the
records do not exist, are exasperatingly contradictory, or contain an enormous
quantity of fiction.
This leads to speculative history, with frequent statements that this is what
“probably,” “might have,” “perhaps,” or “surely” happened. Remley uses
David H. Fischer’s Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America (1989)
and other studies of Scots-Irish immigrants to place Carson and his family
in a cultural heritage of toughness, duty, and fighting prowess, which made
them good pioneers. Carson’s friendship with Lucien Maxwell is told well.
The illustrations are also attractive.
Remley seems tentative as he searches for a way to tell Carson’s story up
to the time he worked for Frémont, when documentation is more readily
available. His information about the Santa Fe Trail is outdated and filled with
errors: William Becknell did not travel via Raton Pass in 1821; there was no
Cimarron “Cutoff” and no Mountain Route in 1826; Carson did not leave
from Independence in 1826 (the town was not founded until 1827); and traders
heading for Santa Fe did not turn worn-out livestock loose to graze and then
pick them up on the return trip. Furthermore, cholera was not present in
the United States in 1811 but arrived in the early 1830s; Southern Cheyennes,
not Northern, traded at Bent’s Fort; and Fisher’s Peak is near Trinidad, not
Durango, Colorado (pp. 26, 89, 202). Such errors raise questions about the
credibility of the author’s research. Carson and readers deserve better.
Leo E. Oliva
Woodston, Kansas

Reining in the Rio Grande: People, Land, and Water. By Fred M. Phillips, G.
Emlen Hall, and Mary E. Black. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2011. viii + 252 pp. 33 color plates, 28 halftones, notes, bibliography,
index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4943-9.)
Reining in the Rio Grande is a collaborative effort authored by three
highly qualified experts on western water in general and the Rio Grande
in particular. Fred M. Phillips is the director of the Hydrology Program in
the Department of Earth and Environmental Science at the New Mexico
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Institute of Mining and Technology, G. Emlen Hall is a professor emeritus
at the University of New Mexico’s School of Law, and Mary E. Black has
served as an editor of Southwest Hydrology. Together, they have crafted a
broad study of the Rio Grande from its earliest times to the present, covering
anthropological, environmental, and political history.
The authors divide Reining in the Rio Grande into eleven chapters that
mostly examine the upper Rio Grande in New Mexico and Colorado, above
Fort Quitman, Texas. In the first five chapters, the book provides background
on the geological history of the Rio Grande, an overview of the region’s
earliest inhabitants, and an examination of how Spanish institutions and
law ushered in major changes to the river’s regimen. Drawn by Manifest
Destiny and railroad construction, Americans then accelerated the pace of
change to the Rio Grande and laid the groundwork for the huge present-day
environmental demands on the river’s supplies. American rule, coupled with
modern industrial and agricultural uses, then precipitated a destabilization
of the river, causing severe flooding and undermining traditional cultures
and their uses of the river’s flows.
The second half of the book covers Rio Grande history to the present day,
offering a discussion of water law as devised by western Americans and of
how that legal structure and Progressive-era faith in science and technology
interacted with traditional customs along the river, giving the green light to
construction of major dams and irrigation districts that typify the Rio Grande
today. These chapters also examine the negotiation of an interstate agreement
allocating the upper Rio Grande’s flows among Colorado, New Mexico, and
western Texas. The book concludes with a discussion of the environmental
consequences of past policies and developments along the river.
Reining in the Rio Grande provides a comprehensive overview of Rio
Grande history and issues and would be useful to anyone seeking a broad
understanding of the river’s upper basin above Fort Quitman. The book is
well organized and clearly written. It is further enhanced by multiple color
maps, charts, graphs, and photos. It contains a solid bibliography for those
seeking further information on this significant western river.
Douglas R. Littlefield
Littlefield Historical Research
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Indians and Energy: Exploitation and Opportunity in the American Southwest. Edited by Sherry L. Smith and Brian Frehner. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.:
School for Advanced Research Press in cooperation with the William P.
Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University,
2010. xiv + 317 pp. 21 halftones, maps, graph, references, index. $34.95 paper,
ISBN 978-1-9346-9115-1.)
Fourteen authors contributed eleven chapters to this edited volume. As
the subtitle implies, the book deals with historical exploitation not only of
mineral, water, and energy resources but also of individual Indians and their
tribes in the southwestern United States. Chapter by chapter, the book lays
out a story of how the development of these resources has affected Indians
and tribes.
Indians and Energy covers the cultural importance of land sovereignty
and self-determination; political and historical irony; and legal positions
of tribes, energy companies, and the federal government. Several personal
vignettes amplify the narratives with vivid descriptions of how mining and
milling ran amok, complicated by governmental and regulatory indifference.
Coal, oil and gas, hydroelectric power, and uranium account for the majority
of resource topics, although the authors address renewable energy as well.
Lessons learned from this book will influence the development of renewable
energy in Indian Country. Jobs for Indians in the energy industry also play
an important role in the discussions throughout.
The authors describe Native philosophies of land use, and detail the
catastrophic failure of federal policy. Narratives on oil and gas, uranium,
hydroelectric dams, and coal are impressive, thorough, and informative. The
questions surrounding who has rights and responsibilities for the development of energy in Indian Country provide a common theme. Tribes find
themselves subordinate not only to the federal government, but to energy
and resource companies as well. The authors discuss the consequences of
exploitation—unsettled law in royalties and questionable state domain in
Indian Country with respect to taxation. The authors carefully chronicle
the terrible history of failed worker protection in uranium mining and milling operations. There are several cases that juxtapose the need for energy
development and the need for jobs that energy development provides. This
juxtaposition often causes individual Indians to work for or against their tribal
government’s position when dealing with energy development corporations
and the federal government. The reader cannot fail to capture the irony of
history repeating itself only a few generations after the establishment of many
of the reservations covered in the book.
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There are a few success stories, notably that of the Jicarilla Apaches. There
is hope in the stories of emerging tribally owned utility programs and their
impact on relationships with state-chartered public power providers. Future
energy and resource development in Indian Country can benefit from lessons
in the summarized histories offered by this book.
Joseph G. Hiller
The University of Arizona

Drumbeats from Mescalero: Conversations with Apache Elders, Warriors, and
Horseholders. By H. Henrietta Stockel with Marian D. Kelley. Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest, no. 37. (College Station: Texas
A&M University Press, 2011. xx + 188 pp. 12 halftones, notes, bibliography,
index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 978-1-6034-4230-5.)
One of the most daunting challenges facing scholars of Native American
history is to discern and interpret the Indian voice or perspective on a given
topic. Oral histories, consequently, can be of tremendous value to those seeking balance in the historical narrative and willing to open both their minds
and ears to that Indian voice. Drumbeats from Mescalero is a collection of
twelve informal interviews conducted by H. Henrietta Stockel and Marian D. Kelley with residents of the Mescalero Apache reservation between
2007 and 2009. The authors divide their interviewees into three age groups:
elders, warriors (those in their late forties or fifties), and horseholders (those
thirty years old or younger). The seven women and five men interviewed
are of mixed Apache ancestry (Mescalero, Chiricahua, and Lipan), and
most have some non-Apache or non-Indian ancestry. The questions posed
are different for each individual, but the authors are primarily interested in
the current problems facing the Mescalero reservation, the causes of those
problems, and the interviewees’ views about the tribe’s future. The authors
are also interested in the respondents’ fears of “the possibility of continuing
governmental ethnocide/genocide against the Apaches” (p. xv).
The interviews reveal a good deal of interesting information. A common
thread is the ongoing fear of termination—that the federal government will
abandon them and cease providing assistance. That this fear persists nearly
four decades after the federal government ended termination is a testament
both to the continued Indian distrust of government officials and to the
policy’s ongoing corrosive effect on tribal morale. Alcoholism, drug abuse,
and dysfunctional families on the reservation are symptoms of the pessimism
and despair wrought by decades of government malfeasance or indifference.
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While many of the respondents voiced concerns about the future of their
language and culture, most were hopeful that the recent addition of Apache
language classes in elementary school might arrest the decline in this critical aspect of their heritage. The authors do an excellent job demonstrating
the Apaches’ ambiguity about the merits of leaving the reservation to get an
education and job training. Some respondents argue that gaining a broader
understanding of the outside world is the only way for Mescaleros to survive,
while others warn that the reservation affords too few opportunities to make
the effort worthwhile and that tribal politicians discriminate against those
who bring home new skills and ideas.
Although the respondents agreed in advance to address their fears of
possible government ethnocide or genocide against the Apaches, Stockel’s
questioning invariably leads (and in some cases pushes) them in that direction. In some interviews, she frames her queries in such a manner that the
Apache respondent may feel pressured to answer a certain way. For example,
she asks Claudine Saenz, “Others have told us that another weapon, besides
alcoholism, that the government uses against Apaches is inadequate health
care. Do you agree?” (p. 54). That some of the Apache respondents believe in
elaborate conspiracy theories is clear, but one suspects that Stockel believes
in them too. Her uncritical acceptance of these types of ideas will make
academics uncomfortable, but in a book written and compiled “by friends
about friends,” normal scholarly standards do not necessarily apply.
Thomas A. Britten
University of Texas at Brownsville

The Art of Americanization at the Carlisle Indian School. By Hayes Peter
Mauro. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2011. 184 pp. 99
halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4920-0.)
In recent years, Indian boarding schools have captured the attention of
historians, who have justly placed them as a central policy instrument for
accomplishing Native American incorporation into the larger body politic.
Moving beyond several comprehensive studies of the subject, recent works
have focused on tribal and institutional case studies that, taken together, have
substantially enriched our understanding of a system that was at once universal
in its colonialist conception, yet particularistic in its application. Because
Carlisle Indian School—founded in 1879 under the heavy administrative hand
of Richard Henry Pratt—served as the model for some twenty off-reservation
boarding schools, this institution has received particular scrutiny.
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Into this literature comes a genuinely original and intriguing new study
of Carlisle. What is unique about this study is the author’s focus, which is
not so much the aims and program of the school, but how these intersected
and were reflected in the “aesthetics of Americanization.” In telling this
story, Mauro pays special attention to the multiple intellectual, cultural, and
aesthetic understandings that shaped this dimension of the school’s program.
These understandings include phrenology, comparative anthropometric
measurement, assumptions about racial and cultural hierarchy, the value
of industry, and photography (as a medium for revealing the subject’s inner
cultural and psychological being). The author informs his analysis of these
subjects and their relationship to Carlisle’s program through such theorists
as Michel Foucault, Roland Barthes, and Antonio Gramsci, individuals with
whom many scholars will be reasonably familiar, but also through newer
voices in the fields of art history and aesthetics.
This reviewer found two areas of Mauro’s analysis particularly interesting. First, he describes how the Victorian pseudoscience of phrenology,
which reformers initially took as evidence of the malleability of the human
brain, later emerged as “a tool to flesh out innate faculties” and “to prove
qualitative differences between variously defined racial groups” (p. 27). Thus,
when Pratt agreed to the Smithsonian Institution’s request to cast busts of his
prisoner-students at Fort Marion, where he worked before founding Carlisle
and formed many of the ideas he would later put into practice, he was unknowingly complicit in undermining his assimilationist project, which was
rooted in the assumption of Indian plasticity—the belief that nothing in the
Indians’ genetic makeup stood in the way of their civilization.
Second, there are the photographs. The literature on Carlisle is replete
with references to Pratt’s skillfulness in using “before” and “after” photographs
as propagandistic devices to convince policymakers of the effectiveness of his
methods. Mauro goes into much more depth on the topic, subjecting the
school’s most notable photographers—John N. Choate and Frances Benjamin
Johnston—to a vigorous “aesthetic critique.” This discussion is especially
rich. One learns, for instance, how the photographers were guilty of “visual
hegemony,” projecting onto their Indian subjects the aesthetic conventions
of the era. Reading Mauro’s analysis, one cannot help but wonder: if only
Foucault had thought to study Carlisle Indian School. For we learn that in
the photographers’ poses and depictions of Carlisle students, the “issue of a
latent criminality needing surveillance, discipline, and order is suggested in
compositional terms” (p. 66).
Mauro has made an important contribution to the literature on Indian
boarding schools. Certainly one can raise questions about his analysis. This
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reader, for instance, found a frustrating lack of direct and identifiable connection between Pratt’s beliefs and those of individuals who brought their
own aesthetic and scientific assumptions and agendas to the Indian question.
Then, too, one wonders if the author has not overly projected modern critical
perspectives onto nineteenth-century minds and narratives. These questions
aside, scholars in the fields of Native American studies, race and ideology,
aesthetics, and the history of education should take notice of this finely written and perceptive study.
David Wallace Adams
Cleveland State University

Pío Pico: The Last Governor of Mexican California. By Carlos Manuel Salomon. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2011. xiii + 233 pp. Halftones,
line drawing, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-4090-2,
$19.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8061-4237-1.)
This is a fascinating and highly readable study of a pivotal time in California’s history. Carlos Manuel Salomon brings together personal and family
archives, as well as church and legal records to probe the life of a man who
experienced the transition from Spanish rule to Mexican independence, the
U.S.-Mexico War, and the advent of a new California increasingly dominated by Anglo Americans. The author examines Pío Pico’s impoverished
background and his changing fortunes in the early Mexican era, when the
marriages of his sisters helped propel him into politics and earned him his
first land grant. Amid the volatility of Mexican national politics and the
uncertainties created by the secularization of California’s missions, Pico
maneuvered successfully, building his wealth and political power. Salomon
details Pico’s tenure as governor, including his attempts to grapple with the
demands of Anglos while coping with the erosion of Mexican power in this
distant province. Salomon’s study concludes with an exploration of the period
after the U.S.-Mexico War. During this time, Pico’s business and political
acumen had increasingly mixed results, and by the end of his life, the old
Californio was left with nothing.
Pico emerges in this biography as a savvy player in both the economic
and political realms. Although he struggled with the dynamics of California
politics (particularly the tensions between north and south) and with the
unpredictability of Mexican politics (particularly the seesaw battle between
liberals and conservatives in the aftermath of Mexican independence), Pico
managed to preserve a measure of influence. He proved economically adept
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as well, acquiring land, building a profitable cattle-ranching enterprise, and
capitalizing on the secularization of the missions and the California gold rush.
Pico’s later ventures into real estate were less successful. Indeed, the latter
part of his life was consumed by legal battles in which he attempted to both
preserve his holdings and assert his power in a rapidly changing California.
Though Pico eventually lost his wealth, Salomon insists that he was not
a victim of an increasingly racist Anglo California. Given Pico’s economic
success, his black and mestizo heritage was of little consequence. At the same
time, Pico himself vigorously (and sometimes successfully) utilized the new
American legal system in California. In the end, the destruction of Pico’s
economic empire was more a result of poor business decisions than part of
a systematic attempt to undermine the aging Californio.
Scholars of the Borderlands and historians of California will appreciate
this well-written and meticulously researched biography for the detail and
context it brings to the study of this corner of the U.S. West. Mexican specialists will also find Salomon’s book compelling in its depiction of how Mexico’s
nineteenth-century politics affected a distant province.
Suzanne Pasztor
Humboldt State University

The Woman in the Zoot Suit: Gender, Nationalism, and the Cultural Politics of
Memory. By Catherine Sue Ramírez. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press,
2009. xxvi + 229 pp. 31 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $94.95 cloth,
ISBN 978-0-8223-4286-1, $23.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4303-5.)
The Zoot Suit Riots of 1943 erupted in Los Angeles during a tense period
of hostile race relations. Members of Anglo society increasingly viewed those
Mexican immigrants and U.S.-born Mexican Americans who embraced the
zoot suit as a social threat to mainstream morals, values, and the “American
way.” Pachucas, a small minority within Mexican American communities
in California, dressed in the Pachuco style: wide-legged pegged trousers and
a long draping coat with wide padded shoulders. With the development of
Mexican American studies in the 1960s, scholars began to research the lived
experiences and history of Pachucos. Catherine Sue Ramírez’s book, The
Woman in the Zoot Suit, fills a gap in Chicana/o studies and border studies
by bringing the lived experiences of Pachucas from the margin to the center
of scholarly research.
Ramírez skillfully integrates intersectional, feminist, queer, and postcolonial theories to study Pachucas and their milieu. Pachucas have been
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traditionally portrayed as either invisible or ancillary in the research literature
on zoot suiters, but Ramírez explores them as active agents whose actions,
ideology, behavior, and dress significantly contributed to zoot suit culture.
She traces their development as they navigated the complex and highly nuanced world of Pachuca culture. Through the use of oral histories of Pachucas
who came of age from the 1940s to 1960s, this book provides a much-needed
contribution to the study of race, class, gender, and sexual orientation during
this historical period.
Ramírez sees Pachuca culture as a symbolic space in which a counterculture and oppositional politics crystallized and combined to build a collective
identity. For Anglo society, this cultural “spectacle” deepened a collective
fear of Pachucos and Pachucas. Pachucas were considered even more deviant
than their male counterparts due to a longstanding social view of Mexican
women as passive. Pachucas were perceived as threats to male domination
within Pachuco culture, Mexican cultural traditions, an Anglo-controlled
press, and the larger U.S. society. As the Other, Pachucas contested these
arenas of cultural control as they fashioned themselves in identifiable attire:
the zoot suit. Ramírez thus positions the Pachuca as a challenge to hegemonic
power relations. Paradoxically, few of her interviewees identified themselves
as Pachucas, but Ramírez successfully explains this by illustrating a complex
dichotomy between their private and public personas.
Ramírez also examines the impact of Pachucas on contemporary Chicana/o
art, literature, theater, music, and other cultural expressions. The sections on
Chicana art, such as that of Clara Lomas Garza and Judith Baca, as well as
playwright Cherrie Moraga, are exceptionally insightful. Ramírez positions
these representations of the Pachuca as symbols of gender contestation.
Ramírez makes significant contributions to various disciplines, but
throughout she specifically traces the Pachuca as a precursor to Chicana
feminism. She draws a tenuous historical link between the two on the basis
of cultural and political resistance to their male counterparts and mainstream
American society. Although both groups of women challenged hegemony,
Ramírez’s analysis lacks a well-grounded historical contextualization of Pachucas and Chicana feminists. Her attempt to directly link the two is similar to
attempts by Chicano nationalist activists and scholars in the 1960s to establish
a link between themselves and Aztec culture and philosophy. The Woman
in the Zoot Suit would have been better served if it had let Pachucas stand
on their own historically specific lives.
Alma M. Garcia
Santa Clara University
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José Antonio Navarro: In Search of the American Dream in Nineteenth-Century
Texas. By David R. McDonald, foreword by Arnoldo de León. (Denton: Texas
State Historical Association, 2010. xviii + 340 pp. 15 halftones, 14 line drawings,
maps, chart, appendixes, notes, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8761-1243-4,
$24.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8761-1244-1.)
David R. McDonald’s José Antonio Navarro is thorough both as a biography
of the man and as a history of Texas from Mexican Independence through
Reconstruction. Navarro is almost Forrest Gump–like in his appearance at
the great events of Texas, though unlike Gump, Navarro is often a central
figure. From the Battle of Medina through the forming of Stephen F. Austin’s
colony, the events of Coahuila y Texas, Texas Independence, the writing of
the Constitution of the Republic of Texas, the legislative events of the new
republic, the ill-fated Santa Fe Expedition, the legislative events of the newly
annexed state of Texas, the Cart War, and to a smaller degree the secession
crises, the Civil War, and Reconstruction, we find Navarro present.
Navarro is present because of McDonald’s thoroughly researched and
balanced biography. While he obviously admires Navarro, McDonald is no
cheerleader. Through McDonald’s masterful use of sources, Navarro, who is
often known simply as a signatory of the Texas Declaration of Independence,
emerges fully human. The reader sees the complete Navarro. Navarro the
hero refused to seek favor from Santa Anna while imprisoned at San Juan
de Ulúa, and he labored to prevent Tejanos who fought against Texas from
being branded as traitors. Navarro the friend warned Austin that he was ruining his health by doing too much for his colony, advice Austin did not heed.
Navarro the statesman defended the land titles of “old Texans,” whether
Anglo, Tejano, or German. Navarro the family man provided for sons and
daughters during his life and in his will, sent his son Angel to Harvard Law
School, remained faithful to his wife, Margarita de la Garza, and was buried
beside her at his death. But Navarro also protected slavery in Coahuila y
Texas by legislative chicanery, owned slaves, and fought on the side of white
supremacy during Reconstruction, though McDonald makes a convincing
argument that Navarro was fighting not for white supremacy but to regain
the vote for disenfranchised former Confederates.
McDonald also fulfills his subtitle: In Search of the American Dream in
Nineteenth-Century Texas. To McDonald this seems to mean that people
came to the Americas—North, South, or Central—to be free to rise to
whatever level their hard work could take them. He mentions the American
Dream at least ten times, showing that Navarro achieved that dream in Texas
for himself and gave his children and many others the ability to do the same.
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If there are weaknesses in the book, they are the failure to explain the
context of the Cart War, the event that agitated Navarro in the 1850s; the
omission of the Cortina Affair, though Navarro involved himself in the affair by sending a letter to Cortina via Navarro’s son Angel; and McDonald’s
somewhat tiresome lecture on the evils of slavery. In a work of this scope,
however, these are small potatoes indeed.
Larry Knight
Texas A&M University–Kingsville

Colorado Goes to the Fair: World’s Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893. By
Duane A. Smith, Karen A. Vendl, and Mark A. Vendl. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2011. x + 108 pp. 51 halftones, maps, appendix,
bibliography, index. $29.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-5041-1.)
Colorado Goes to the Fair is a short volume about a small part of a very
large, important topic. Its stated goal is to use Colorado as a case study for
understanding the impact and significance of the World’s Colombian Exposition of 1893 in Chicago, the most famous and historically significant of all
American world’s fairs. While the book is of great value for understanding
the attitudes and issues facing Coloradoans in 1893, it is not the best place to
go to understand the importance of the event at the center of this narrative.
Some sections of the book are devoted to the history of the fair in general. Others focus on the exhibits and visitors that arrived in Chicago from
the Centennial State. The first appearance by anything having to do with
Colorado is not until page twenty-nine. This does not mean that the context
of the fair is uninteresting, but it is not original. Indeed, it appears that the
non-Colorado parts of the book are drawn from secondary sources, such
as published fair guides (which now can be easily accessed in the original
through Google Books) or the well-known works of writers like Donald Miller,
Robert Rydell, and Erik Larsen.
The Colorado-related material draws heavily on newspapers and trade
journals of the day. The authors relate some fascinating stories based on these
sources, like the controversy over the effectiveness of the state’s mining exhibit
and the less-than-respectful manner in which artifacts from Mesa Verde were
displayed as a separate attraction requiring an additional ticket. The story here
suggests how much the fair forced Colorado institutions to decide what image
they wanted to project of their then seventeen-year-old state. The cited letters
to newspapers are wonderfully evocative of the mindset of that era, particularly
the rural/urban divide that the trip to Chicago likely underscored.
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The photos assembled for the text are also worth mentioning. Besides
being beautiful, they illustrate the great range of exhibits and buildings with
Colorado connections. In a few cases, the long captions to these photos offer
better descriptions of the fair than the text itself. The appendix on awardwinning Colorado exhibits is a nice snapshot of Colorado industry at the
time of the fair. While the authors do well describing Aspen’s Silver Queen
statue in the text, more details on the less flashy displays would have been
interesting as well.
While there are many virtues to this study, especially the most Coloradospecific sections, it is difficult to understand why one or two articles in
Colorado-related history journals could not have accomplished in a more
efficient manner what this book does. Specialists in Colorado history will
find the Colorado-related sections particularly interesting, but general readers
looking for a unique perspective on the Columbian Exposition will likely be
disappointed.
Jonathan Rees
Colorado State University–Pueblo

The Bronco Bill Gang. By Karen Holliday Tanner and John D. Tanner. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2011. xvii + 320 pp. 27 halftones, maps,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-4165-7.)
Overshadowed by Billy the Kid, Butch Cassidy, and even Black-Jack Ketchum, William Walters, better known as Bronco Bill, and his gang robbed
trains and stole horses in New Mexico Territory in the closing days of the
nineteenth century. Catchy moniker notwithstanding, the gang garnered
little historical notice prior to this new study. Like many of the cowboysturned-outlaws of the era, Bronco Bill was well liked by most. He was a reliable, hard-working hand on several ranches in New Mexico. In and out of
trouble with the law in the mid-1890s, Walters, likely tutored by Black-Jack
Ketchum, graduated into a full-blown outlaw by the close of the century. His
most infamous deed of outlawry was robbing the Santa Fe Pacific Train at
Belen, New Mexico. He and his companions got away with several thousand
dollars in silver and cash. Chased, wounded in a shoot-out with a posse, and
captured, Walters was sentenced to life in prison at the New Mexico Territorial Penitentiary. While recovering from his wounds and awaiting trial, Bill’s
fellow gang member, Daniel “Red” Pipkin, along with some new recruits,
attempted to rob the train at Grants, New Mexico. Driven off by lawmen,
Pipkin was arrested some days later and also incarcerated.
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After twelve years in prison, Bronco Bill escaped. Though his right arm
was disabled from a deputy’s bullet some years prior, he climbed a ladder
and let himself down a rope to get outside the prison walls. He fled on foot
for several miles, hoping to get across the border to Mexico, but was captured
and returned to prison after only a few days. William Walters was finally
paroled in 1917 and lived an uneventful life until his death in 1921.
The book starts slowly with a discussion on train robberies of the era that
has little connection with Bronco Bill, but it projects the writing style of
the monograph. Jumping forward and backward so frequently as to destroy
a grasp on the sequence of events, the authors often backtrack the narrative
by years, or even decades, and continue for pages to set the stage with little
real benefit or purpose. Often these narrative breaks are so roughly inserted,
with little or no transition, that they lose the reader.
The research presented by the authors and documented in the notes is
perhaps the book’s most important contribution. The many tangents, however,
often having only the smallest connection to the topic, make for a hard read.
John D. Barton
Utah State University–Uintah Basin

Charlie Russell and Friends. By Peter H. Hassrick, Thomas Brent Smith, Brian
W. Dippie, and Mark Andrew White, with an introduction by Joan C. Troccoli.
Western Passages Series. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, published
for the Petrie Institute of Western American Art, Denver Art Museum, Denver,
Colorado, 2010. 72 pp. 46 color plates, 27 halftones, line drawings. $10.95 paper,
ISBN 978-0-9147-3864-0.)
Nothing was more important to Charlie Russell than friendship, and those
whom Russell befriended valued his loyalty far more than his skill as an artist
and storyteller. Therefore, a book devoted to the study of Montana’s famed
“Cowboy Artist” and his friendships is truly fitting. More importantly Charlie
Russell and Friends represents a significant contribution to the study of the
American West and the unique culture it fostered.
In her introductory essay, Joan C. Troccoli acknowledges “the ecumenism
of Russell’s circle,” but also that this publication is devoted solely to “one
group among Russell’s diverse tribe of comrades: the painters, sculptors, and
illustrators who served as Russell’s private academy of art” (p. 7). Troccoli
positions the Cowboy Artist within the larger context of western art, launching the broader theses that are, in turn, developed in-depth in the four essays
that comprise the body of the book.
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Brian W. Dippie begins his discussion of “Where the Artists and the Antelope Play: Russell’s Community of Peers” by situating Russell in the small,
primarily amateur circle of artists working in Great Falls, Montana, at the
beginning of the twentieth century. Dippie then expands his focus—first to
include professional artists working in other parts of Montana, then to those
painting beyond the borders of the Treasure State—to mirror the spread of
Russell’s connections (and fame) in ever-widening circles. In “Goodwin and
Russell: Friends through Their Art,” Peter H. Hassrick examines Russell’s
relationship with “animal painter” Philip R. Goodwin. Hassrick contrasts the
different backgrounds of the two men while highlighting the similarities in
disposition and artistic outlook that accounted for their long and mutually
beneficial friendship. Mark Andrew White centers his essay, “I Heap Savvy
You: Charles M. Russell, Joe De Young, and the Pictorial Value of HandTalk,” on Russell’s “fervent belief in pictorial representation and its value
as language,” as expressed through his use of traditional Plains Indian “sign
talk” (p. 55). Russell nurtured this conviction in his protégé, De Young, who
incorporated it not only into his own art, but also into his work as a technical
advisor for the movie industry, where he placed an indelible Russell mark on
the genre of Hollywood westerns. Lastly, in “‘Old Timer’ and ‘Friend Dixon’:
Charles M. Russell and Maynard Dixon, Interpreters of Different American
Wests,” Thomas Brent Smith explores the “infrequent kinship” between the
two artists whose work—although different in so many respects—shares a
devotion to place. Dixon allied himself with the arid Southwest, while Russell became synonymous with the plains and mountains of Montana, but
both men sought, through their art, to preserve a place they revered and pay
homage to the people who lived there.
Charlie Russell and Friends is filled with images of Russell’s art and that of
his colleagues, as well as photographs that reinforce the theme of friendship.
These illustrations—and the book’s design—make it, even at first glance,
wonderfully inviting and engaging. This, combined with the insightful text,
results in a truly enjoyable, informative, and worthwhile read for anyone
interested in Russell, his fellow painters, American art, Montana history, or
the impact of western art on popular culture.
Kirby Lambert
Montana Historical Society
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Child of the Fighting Tenth: On the Frontier with the Buffalo Soldiers. By
Forrestine C. Hooker, edited by Steve Wilson. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2003; Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2011. 272 pp. 15 halftones,
index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8061-4080-3.)
Forrestine Cooper Hooker spent much of her childhood in western forts
where her father, Charles Cooper, served as a U.S. Army officer during
the Indian Wars. Hooker’s memoir is of value because it is one of the only
descriptions of life in the frontier military from a child’s perspective. It is
also valuable because the soldiers that Charles Cooper commanded were
members of the Tenth U.S. Cavalry, better known as the Buffalo Soldiers.
Editor Steve Wilson did extensive research for the brief biographic introduction to Hooker’s book, which was completed by 1932, first published by
Oxford University Press in 2003, and is now available in paperback from the
University of Oklahoma Press. The author of nine children’s novels, Hooker
uses a conversational style to describe both her childhood experiences and
the many famous individuals, from Gen. Nelson Miles to Quanah Parker,
who often visited the Cooper family home.
Hooker truly loved her childhood in the West. In her words, “I never knew
a monotonous day during my long years of frontier experiences” (p. 48). Her
experiences included abundant amusement and camaraderie among fellow
members of the officer class. However, military life could also include hardships
such as inadequate housing, dust storms, grasshoppers, disease, and constant
worry when Hooker’s father left on long patrols or military campaigns.
Hooker expressed racist attitudes shared by many white Americans of the
late nineteenth century. As described by the author, relations between blacks
and whites in western forts were not unlike relations between black slaves
and white masters on plantations in the antebellum South. Black “manservants” were assigned to each white officer’s family, as were black cooks like
Jenny Miller, the wife of a black sergeant. Officers’ children “learned to walk
and talk, guided by the old Negro soldiers on the back line” (p. 125). One
soldier’s wife was described as “an old-fashioned Southern darkey,” while a
black trooper was said to have followed Hooker’s father “like a faithful, dying
dog” (pp. 53, 141). In one of the book’s most telling scenes, she and her father
crept near the enlisted men’s campfire to observe black soldiers and their
music, jokes, and “laughable conversation,” much like whites on plantations
once spied on their slaves to see how different life was in lowly slave quarters
compared to their privileged existence in the big house (p. 199).
Hooker never referred to black troopers as Buffalo Soldiers, the name
Native Americans gave them as a title of respect. The most praise Hooker
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gave to black soldiers was to say that they were “colored soldiers of the best
type,” whose “fighting qualities . . . never failed their officers” (pp. 53, 199).
Hooker’s mentioned heroes, including three Congressional Medal of Honor
recipients, were always white, although four Buffalo Soldiers of the Tenth
U.S. Cavalry also received Medals of Honor during the Indian Wars.
Hooker may be forgiven for these racial attitudes learned as a child in the
late nineteenth century. However, readers interested in less prejudiced accounts
should be forewarned lest they expect a broader, more balanced account of
army life among dedicated black soldiers of the Fighting Tenth.
Richard Melzer
University of New Mexico–Valencia

Deep Trails in the Old West: A Frontier Memoir. By Frank Clifford, edited by
Frederick Nolan. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2011. xvii + 317 pp.
28 halftones, notes, references, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8061-4186-2.)
Frank Clifford (Frank Wallace) was a raconteur in the grand style of
Old West yarners and storytellers, all the better because he actually lived
his own stories. Like many westerners, each time he told a story he did so
with a new name. We are fortunate that artist Genevieve Frickel had Frank’s
granddaughter record his stories as he sat for a portrait, and that his family
carefully passed down this memoir, for we can prop our feet up, a cup of
coffee at hand (campfire not necessary), and enjoy his good stories. We are
also fortunate that Frank’s family chose Frederick Nolan to edit the work; his
comments, notations, and corrections are both useful and unobtrusive.
Frank was born John Wightman in Wales to an upper-class family. After
his mother died in 1871, his father relocated the family to the Maxwell Land
Grant in New Mexico, where he supervised mines. When his father died,
eleven-year-old Frank set out on his own, working a variety of jobs and having myriad experiences, many of them classic western encounters with self,
nature, and icons such as Billy the Kid, Pat Garrett, Charles A. Siringo, and
Clay Allison. He even took part in the Colfax County and Lincoln County
wars, as well as other New Mexico and Texas conflicts.
Frank was the prototypical wild westerner. His chapters on gold mining,
cowhand life, pranks, cattle, horses, and equipment excellently portray the
Old West from a young white man’s point of view. Another strength of the
book is Frank’s analysis of Spanish/Mexican culture. He loved everything
about it and describes borderland life in detail.
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In 1883 “J. Frank Wallace” married and settled down. For thirty-three years
he worked in and around Emporia, Kansas, which was also settling down
from its cowtown era. He worked on a Flint Hills ranch, and his ability to
speak “Mexicana” led to his appointment as a deputy sheriff and made him
doubly attractive to the railroad. He became involved in politics and in 1908
became president of the city council. His stories continued to accumulate.
When his wife became ill, the family moved to Arkansas. The book ends
with her death in 1933. His preface is dated 1942 and signed “John Francis
Wallace.”
Nolan’s selection of photographs is a pleasure. The photograph of Frank
with Billy the Kid’s hat and the accompanying story are especially entertaining. It is refreshing to read an account from one who seems genuine instead
of the exaggerated accounts of the journalists who traveled to the West,
interviewed storytellers, and then embellished these already burnished accounts. The combination of Frank’s eye and ear for detail and Nolan’s more
objective knowledge of historical fact is a winning one.
Joyce Thierer
Emporia State University

Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth’s Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, 1861–
1909. By Richard F. Selcer and Kevin S. Foster. (Denton: University of North
Texas Press, 2010. viii + 375 pp. 46 halftones, line drawings, maps, charts,
notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 978-1-5744-1295-6, $19.95 paper,
ISBN 978-1-5744-1296-3.)
Written in Blood details the lives, careers, deaths, and community memory
of lawmen working for and around the city of Fort Worth, Texas, during the
rough and rowdy days from the birth of the township through the cattle boom.
Struggling to maintain law and order, these often valiant law enforcers sought
to keep the vice of “Hell’s Half-Acre” and the general lawlessness of frontier
Texas from overwhelming the good, law-abiding citizens. Selcer and Foster
wrote this work in an attempt to redress the second of two wrongs committed
against these fallen Fort Worth lawmen: first, they were murdered; second,
they were forgotten.
As is clearly stated in the title, this is the first of what will be a multivolume work. This volume is divided into two sections. The first section deals
with “The Frontier Years” of 1861 to 1888 and tells the story of five slain
officers. The second section covers what they entitle “Black and White Justice” and details the deaths of seven officers and one county attorney. The
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work contains a general introduction providing the authors’ methodology
and scope, as well as introductions to each section that explain substantive
changes that had taken place in the community during the decades covered
in that section.
This book is not simply a paean to fallen law officers. As the authors state,
“Our goal was neither to debunk brave men nor to perpetuate heroic legends.
These were flawed men. Racism and brutality alternated with courage and
heroism in their approach to their jobs” (p. 11). The authors at times portray
these men in too negative a light. They refer to Police Officer Lee Wallace
as “the biggest racist on the force” and “a notorious racist,” but do not back
up these statements with evidence proving this type of behavior (pp. 134,
142). Wallace was unmarried, but actually had a secret African-American
paramour in Lou Davis. Jealousy over this relationship led to the gun battle
that culminated in Wallace’s death. He may have been a racist, but the evidence provided simply does not support this conclusion.
Criticisms notwithstanding, this enjoyable and captivating book fills a
glaring deficiency in our public memory. The narratives capture the nature
of the “true crime” genre while still resulting in a well-researched work of
history. Far from the superficiality of television western lawmen, these were
real people for whom families and friends mourned deeply. All too often, the
killers of these lawmen were allowed to go free with limited or no punishment because of legal technicalities, political or legal maneuvering, flawed
investigative work, or changing public opinion. Their story has now been
told, but the question remains: Did they receive justice for their sacrifice?
James L. Newsom
The University of Texas at Tyler

Texas Ranger Biographies: Those Who Served, 1910–1921. By Charles H. Harris
III, Frances E. Harris, and Louis R. Sadler, foreword by Byron A. Johnson.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2010. xx + 434 pp. 60 halftones, notes, bibliography. $50.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4748-0.)
This is a supplemental volume to work the authors did in their publication, The Texas Rangers and the Mexican Revolution: The Bloodiest Decade,
1910–1920 (2004). Violence associated with that revolution spread into Texas
when some Mexicans and Mexican Texans, partly in reaction to previous
discrimination against them, murdered numerous Anglos and even planned
to create their own republic from lands including Texas and the American
Southwest. Texas governors called on the Texas Rangers to play a vital role
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in ending such destructive turmoil, with the Rangers sometimes adopting a
policy of shooting first and asking questions later.
The authors assembled dossiers on 1,782 men who served as Rangers
during that period of domestic unrest, denoting their service within three
categories or official commissions. The first included the Regulars. Normally, they had the same authority as a sheriff but could operate statewide
with a term of service for two years. A second category, Special Rangers,
usually had the same authority as Regulars, but the state did not guarantee them financial compensation and they served for only one year. Most
Special Rangers were brand inspectors, railroad policemen, or detectives.
Loyalty Rangers formed the third group, with the same warrant authority
as Regulars. Working three per county, Loyalty Rangers had the task of
dealing with those suspected of World War I subversion or disloyalty to
the United States. Since there were sometimes exceptions to what type
of service these men did within each category, the authors conclude that
during the period between 1910 and 1921, a Ranger “was one who held a
Texas Ranger commission, of whatever type” (p. xv).
Especially beneficial for readers, the authors expanded the biographical
research they did in The Texas Rangers and the Mexican Revolution to include
not only periods of service and type of commission but also the Ranger’s formal
name, nickname, birthplace and date of birth, eye and hair color, complexion,
marital status, places of residence, occupations (incredibly varied), and date
of death, followed by other family data and sources for all such information.
With only a very few exceptions, photos dispersed throughout the volume
identify by name each Ranger shown.
The volume contains a unique kind of bibliography, of which readers
should take special note. To save space the authors list their sources in
numbers and letters. The numbers correspond to works in their files and the
letters to sources on the Internet.
Charles Harris, Frances Harris, and Louis Sadler have successfully accomplished the monumental task of gathering information and making it
available to those studying the history of the Borderlands and Texas, as well
as offering new and much-needed scholarship on the Texas Rangers. The
work is extremely well researched, and the authors have pioneered a way for
future scholars to follow their model when compiling essential biographical
data on Texas Rangers who served during other times.
Allan O. Kownslar
Trinity University
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Elvis Romero and Fiesta de Santa Fe Featuring Zozobra’s Great Escape. By
Andrew Leo Lovato. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2011. 76 pp.
21 halftones. $22.50 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8901-3532-7.)
Andrew Leo Lovato’s Elvis Romero and Fiesta de Santa Fe Featuring Zozobra’s Great Escape is a work in three parts. The book opens with a nostalgic
journey back to the author’s childhood in Santa Fe in the 1960s. He reminisces
about the “sights, sounds, and smells of the city’s biggest party”—Fiesta—
and a smaller, simpler, slower-paced, and safer Santa Fe, a “playground” for
him and his friends (p. 12). “Our parents weren’t particularly fearful of any
harm coming to us when we were out roaming on our own,” Lovato recalls
(p. 12). Even during Fiesta, kids were free to wander unsupervised through
the streets and among the intense crowds. In this opening chapter, Lovato
warmly describes various aspects of the three-day public celebration: the
street dancing, burning of Zozobra, melodrama, fashion show, parades, and
procession to the Cross of the Martyrs.
The core of this short Fiesta-celebrating book is the middle chapter,
“Zozobra’s Great Escape.” It is a charming fictional tale about two children,
Elvis and Pepa, who, after watching Zozobra being created in Fort Marcy
Park, fall in love with the huge vulnerable puppet and determine to save it
from its awaiting agonizing death. They devise a bold scheme, which develops into a thrilling and successful escapade. Of course, Zozobra’s escape
leads to consequences, which readers will discover as the narrative unfolds.
Through the eyes of two youthful Fiesta enthusiasts, Lovato draws readers
into the spirit and excitement of Fiesta. This is a story for parents to read to
their young children and for all ages to enjoy.
The final section of this book, the “Fiesta de Santa Fe Timeline,” offers
an account of the event’s seventeenth-century origins and outlines aspects
of Santa Fe’s history with an emphasis on the Fiesta tradition. Lovato’s account of the Spanish reconquista of New Mexico in 1692/93 skips over the
later Battle of Santa Fe and its violent and tragic character, thus perpetuating
the myth (a part of the Fiesta tradition) that Spain’s recolonization of New
Mexico happened bloodlessly.
Elvis Romero and Fiesta de Santa Fe Featuring Zozobra’s Great Escape is
enhanced by twenty-one photographs of Fiesta from the New Mexico History Museum’s photo archives. Although this book makes no pretensions to
original research into the history of Santa Fe or Fiesta, general readers and
aficionados of the annual celebration will find that the third chapter provides
useful historical context to Lovato’s tale about Elvis, Pepa, and Zozobra. It is
a light, enjoyable read, rich in detail about the Santa Fe of two generations
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ago, and told with deep affection and sensitivity. It also satisfyingly addresses
the real dismay, sometimes horror, that many youngsters feel about Zozobra
and his fiery fate.
David Grant Noble
Santa Fe, New Mexico

